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dramatic situations, and presented with, that marvel-
lous charm of literary form, in the command of which
the French, are the first among European nations,
and, may I not add, M. Eenan among the French.

I know not how it may be with others; but to
me the interest of these Lectures has been deepened
by a number of resemblances which they suggested
between the age which they depicted and our own.
The break-up of traditional beliefs which you so
powerfully described, the severance of the higher
culture from the still recognized religion, are surely
phenomena largely repeated in the modern European
mind. The unsatisfied wants and eager tentatives
which found expression in the ethics of the philoso-
phical schools of the Empire, are evident again in
the anxieties, and throughout the conflicts, and even
behind the levities, of contemporary thought. The
introduction of foreign gods into Eoinan recognition
is not without its counterpart in our keener curiosity
about foreign religions: if we do not reserve a niche
for their divinities, we find a publisher for their
sacred books, and use Paternoster Eow as our Pan-
theon. During the ancient suspense of faith, the